
Using Mass Trapping in a 
Thrips IPM program

Ashley Summerfield



Mass Trapping

ÅSticky cards, tape or trap plants

ÅEasy to implement

ÅInexpensive

ÅMass trapping is most effective 
for dispersing thrips

ïEntry points

ÅEvery thrips caught = big impact 
on future population



Sticky Cards

ÅSmall cards excellent monitoring tool

ÅLarger cards & tape for mass trapping 

ÅCards & tape can be equally effective



Sticky Cards

ÅThripsare poor fliers
ÅDo not put cards too high above 

crop

ÅPut some cards under benches

ÅExamine sticky cards weekly to 
assess pest numbers

ÅMass trapping cards/tape can 
be left up for several weeks



Sticky Cards

ÅBoth yellow and blue sticky cards 
are equally attractive to thrips

ÅYellow is attractive to many species;
Åcan also be used to mass-trap 

whiteflies, fungus gnats & shore flies

ÅBlue is more specific to thrips
Åless attractive to other species

ÅUse blue to avoid trapping flying 
beneficials

ÅAvoid blue when using bumblebees



Sticky Cards

ÅbŜǿ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴŜŘ ǎǘƛŎƪȅ Ǌƻƭƭ άOptiroll{ǳǇŜǊέ 
ÅDeveloped by BioPolNatural (Netherlands) & Russel IPM (UK)
ÅGreenhouse trials in South America reported blue Optiroll substantially 

increased thrips captures
ÅAlready being used in Ontario



Trap Plants

ÅYellow mums & marigolds

ÅAdult thrips prefer plants with 
flowers

ÅAttractiveness of flowers is 
influenced by

ωVolatiles Pollen

ωColour Nutritional value

ÅMay be used as banker plants

ÅReplace trap plants weekly



Trap Plants

ÅAdult thripsare 
significantly more 
attracted to flowering 
trap plants than non-
flowering crop 

ÅTrap plants more 
effective while adults 
are dispersing
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Trap plants
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Trap plants

Å Trap plants effectively reduce thrips population in 
crop in commercial setting



Trap Plants

Trap placement
ÅInterspersed pattern better than barrier pattern
ÅIncrease concentration of trap plants near entry points

>

Interspersed Barrier



Thrips lures

neryl-S-2-methylbutanoate
(Thriplineams, Syngenta Bioline)

ÅThrips aggregation pheromone

ÅMarketed as a monitoring tool

ÅImprove mass trapping?

ÅImprove biocontrol?
ÅAgitating thrips (more contact)

ÅAttracting predators


